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The mission of Abner Creek Academy is to provide every student quality educational experiences in a safe, nurtur-
ing, and engaging environment, enabling each individual to succeed in life and function as a productive citizen. 

    As we prepare to wrap up the 2014-2015 school year, I want to thank all of our community members, parents,  
faculty, staff, and students for a wonderful year!  I am truly blessed to be the principal of our great school!  ACA really 
is SOME school!!  
    As most of you know, we celebrate Switch-a-Roo Day on the next-to-last day of the year.  This is an event that  
allows students to move up to next year’s classroom and to spend an hour with their classmates and/or teacher(s) for 
next year.  All of our students will go home for the summer having met their classmates for next school year.  Most of 
our students will go home also having met their teacher(s) for next year.  Please remember, however, that our area is 
growing rapidly;   so changes may take place over the summer.  If your child’s teacher changes, I will contact you and 
give you a chance to meet the new teacher as soon as possible! It will be exciting to find out which students will be in 
their classes now and to spend a little time together before the summer 
break! 
    Our school will be open this summer, Monday through Thursday, 
from 7:00 AM until 5:00 PM.  We welcome visits by parents and stu-
dents!  If you are traveling, we also love to receive postcards from our 
gator families!   
    Again, I thank you for allowing us to serve you and for partnering 
with us to educate your children!  I hope you have a WONDERFUL 
summer, and, gators, always remember that WE LOVE YOU! 

Best wishes, 
Karen McMakin 
“Principal Mac” 

Upcoming Events 
May 15—Last day for K3 and K4    May 22—Field Day 
May 15—K4 Celebration 9:30 and 1:30   May 25—Memorial Day (No School) 
May 15—Relay for Life at USC Upstate   May 26—3rd-Grade Celebration at 1:15 
May 18—K5 Celebration at 1:15    May 27—4th-Grade Celebration at 1:15 
May 19—1st-Grade Celebration at 1:15   June 3—Last Day of School (Subject to change) 
May 21—2nd-Grade Celebration at 1:15     
May 21—Rising K5 Parent Open House 
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Kindergarten First Grade 
First graders have been busy, busy, busy! We studied 
about the elements of non-fiction and how to conduct 
research projects. In the library, we worked on a col-
laborative research project with Miss Koon. We each 
selected a research topic and found fun facts to in-
clude in our book. We worked hard to edit and pub-
lish our books. Once we were done, Miss Koon creat-
ed QR codes for our books that linked to an “About 
the Author” video for each student. We had a pub-
lishing party for the entire first grade. Students shared 
their books with each other and used iPads to scan 
QR codes. It was fun watching our friends tell about 
their projects. We also shared these with parents dur-
ing our last PTO Family Fun Night! It was a blast! 

Second Grade 
Second graders have been working hard on research 
this nine weeks. They began their research on other 
countries and cultures in Multimedia many weeks ago. 
They worked in groups to use nonfiction books and 
CultureGrams to gather information. The groups then 
used PowerPoint to type all of their information that 
was used on their display boards. They included pic-
tures, maps, and flags as well. Finally, the groups gath-
ered in the cafeteria in March and held a Culture Fair 
for first-grade students and for parents. The culture fair 
featured students’ display boards as well as delicious 
foods and typical clothing from countries around the 
world. It was a great way for everyone to “travel” the 
world! 

Kindergarteners have been growing their brains! We’ve 
been working so hard and learning so much. Through our 
conversations in morning meetings, acting out literature in 
shared reading, and presenting our work to our classmates, 
our communication skills have grown this year. We contin-
ue to focus on our “Essential Eight” behaviors daily to help 
us communicate effectively. It’s amazing what good readers 
we are becoming. We’re using reading strategies to figure 
out unknown words and to help us correct our mistakes. It’s 
fun taking our baggy books home each night to read to our 
families. Now, instead of someone always reading to us, we 
can read to them! We’re learning how to “stay on topic” and 
add more details to our writing as we become better authors. 
When we illustrate our writing, we know that we should in-
clude the setting, characters, and event. We’re also excited 
about learning how to add and subtract as we problem-solve 
in math. We’ve learned different strategies to help us solve 
our math equations and love trying to be the first to discover 
the answer. During our last few weeks as kindergarteners, 
we will be focusing on nonfiction. We’re learning about the 
unique text features in informational text and how to re-
search and find information to help answer our questions 
about things in our environment. Our classes have each 
adopted a turtle and tadpoles and are observing them daily 
to find out how they grow and change. We have also been 
observing the life cycle of the ladybug and caterpillar. 
Wow! There’s so much going on in kindergarten! Our 
brains are getting bigger and smarter each day! 
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Third Grade Fourth Grade 

Magnet Program Implementation 

Fourth graders have been purging their brains as they 
had to “show what they can do” on the ACT Aspire 
writing test. To help students organize their thoughts 
on paper, they have been practicing the following 
steps: 

Read the prompt. 

Do the brain purge. 

Re-read the prompt. 

Comb the purge. 

Organize and outline. 

Write your introduction. 

Write in chunks. 

Finish strong! 

Students had 30 minutes to complete their essays. We 
have strong writers at ACA, and we know everyone 
did a great job! 

Fourth graders enjoyed their recent trip to Berry 
Shoals Intermediate School. Students were given a 
tour of the school and were informed of many learn-
ing opportunities awaiting them in 5th grade.  

We look forward to sharing more of this year’s high-
lights with you at our fourth-grade celebration on 
Wednesday, May 27th at 1:15pm. 

Can you believe the school year is almost over? Third 
grade has been working hard and plans to finish strong! 
A few weeks ago, we worked on research projects in 
Multimedia. We learned about the people, places, and 
events related to our Charleston field trip. Students then 
used their research to plan and produce a news segment 
that was recorded in front of our green screen. Miss 
Koon helped the students add pictures and made QR 
codes so they could share their projects with other stu-
dents. On March 27th, third grade loaded the buses to 
Charleston! Students took a boat tour of Fort Sumter 
and learned about the first shots of the Civil War. Next, 
we had a picnic lunch and took a tour of the grounds at 
Boone Hall. We enjoyed an excellent Gullah presenta-
tion. On the way home, we had supper at Columbiana 
Mall. The students were so well behaved, and we all 
had a great time! In coming weeks, students will finish 
the year by working on animal research projects. We 
will work on these projects during science and ELA. 
We will also work with Miss Koon, Mrs. Sherbert, and 
Ms. Rouquie to add technology, art, and great presenta-
tion skills to our projects. We know the students will 
enjoy it! 

Students have had many opportunities this year to gain 
knowledge needed to answer daily LEQs. Using iPads to visit 
content areas is one tool students have mastered this year. 

Students enjoyed a Gullah presentation at Boone 
Hall during their Charleston field trip. 



S c h o o l   N e w s 
PTO Sponsored Events 

*Monday, May 4th – Friday, May 8th Teacher Appreciation Week 

*Monday, May 11h – Pre K-1st Grade Mom & Me Muffins from 7:20-8:00 am 

*Tuesday, May 12th – 2nd Grade – 4th Grade Mom & Me Muffins from 7:20-8:00am 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the 2015 Gator Fling, and the above events, a success! 
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Olweus Anti-Bullying Rules 

1. We will not bully others. 

2. We will help students who are bullied. 

3. We will include students who are left out. 

4. If we know that somebody is being bullied, we 
will tell an adult at school and an adult at home. 

Congratulations to Mamye Gardner, Teacher of the Year at Abner Creek Academy, 
and to Doreen Riceputo, Support Employee of the Year! Thank you for all you do 
for our school and our students! 


